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GUIDE TO THE INTERNATIONAL PLAYER CLEARANCE PROCESS

International player clearances are compulsory when a player is wanting to play rugby in another country.  If a player does not have a clearance from their last registered National Union he/she will not be legally allowed to play in their proposed country.

The clearance process is simple when done correctly however since you are dealing with International clubs and Provinces it can take some time if not done well before the time of the player’s departure.
Reason for International Player clearances
1. International Clearances are a requirement under the International Rugby Board Regulations which apply to all countries that are members of the IRB.

2. A player is not eligible to play rugby at any level until he/she has a valid international clearance.  This could mean that a club/province that plays a player could face sanctions such as loss of points.

Outbound (NZ to Another Country)

1. The player must complete the IRB International Player Clearance form and sign the bottom of the 1st page where space is given.  These forms can be obtained by the Club/Union or National Union however some countries have different lay outs to the forms and may not provide a space for the player to sign – This must be done regardless of designated area.  We can not clear a player without his/her approval

2. If the player can not complete the form personally he must allocate a signatory person e.g Parents or Agent.

3. Most Countries will not accept a clearance without the following fields completed (NZRU included)



2
Name of Provincial Union and Club with which the Player is Registered currently 




______________________________________________________________



3
Name of National Union with which Player is affiliated _________________



(“Current Union”)



6
Union within which the Player proposed to Register and play (“New Union”)




______________________________________________________________



Club (if known) ________________________________________________

Completed clearance forms are sent to the National Unions and without stating what Union the player is coming from and going the form is incomplete, can not be processed and will be discarded.

4. Once the player has completed the first page of the clearance form he/she must obtain signed approval for the move by his/her Provincial Union. There is a space provided on the second page of the clearance form.

5. Once the Provincial Union has approved the forms they will then send the clearance on to the National Union where the national Union will document all of the information and finalise the Clearance and send the approved forms on to the New National Union and departed Provincial Union.

6. Clubs can obtain copies of the completed forms from their Provincial Union – The National Union will not send a copy to the clubs as the volumes of clearances are far too high.

Reasons why a clearance can be with held, declined or not required

1.
If the player has not fulfilled any of his/her obligations including unpaid debts under his/her contract with the Club or Union (IRB Reg 4.6.4) the clearance can be declined or withheld. 
2. 
If the player has requested an outbound clearance but has already obtained clearance out in an earlier instance and has not obtained an Inbound clearance from that time the clearance can be declined until the player obtains an inbound clearance from his/her last National Union OR the player can be cleared out of the last registered country (from which he/she did not obtain clearance back into NZ).

3.
If a player can not be found in the NZ Rugbynet database then the player will not require a clearance out to play in another country. He will be assumed as a non New Zealand registered player.

4.
If the Clearance form has not been signed by any one of the player, club, Province or National Union.

Inbound (From Another Country To NZ)

1. The player must complete the IRB International Player Clearance form and sign the bottom of the 1st page where space is given.  These forms can be obtained by the Club/Union or National Union however some countries have different lay outs to the forms and may not provide a space for the player to sign – This must be done regardless of designated area.  We can not clear a player without his/her approval

2. If the player can not complete the form personally he must allocate a signatory person eg. Parents or Agent.

3. Most Countries will not accept a clearance without the following fields completed (NZRU included)



2
Name of Provincial Union and Club with which the Player is Registered currently 




______________________________________________________________



3
Name of National Union with which Player is affiliated _________________



(“Current Union”)



6
Union within which the Player proposed to Register and play (“New Union”)




______________________________________________________________



Club (if known) ________________________________________________

Completed clearance forms are sent to the National Unions and without stating what Union the player is coming from and going the form is incomplete, can not be processed and will be discarded.

4. Once the player has completed the first page of the clearance form he/she must obtain signed approval for the move by his/her club. There is a space provided on the second page of the clearance form.

5. Once the Club has approved the forms they will then send the clearance on to the National Union where the national Union will document all for the information and finalise the Clearance and send the approved forms on to the New National Union and departed Provincial Union.

6. Once the NZRU has received the Inbound clearance request it is processed into NZRugbynet Registration Database, approved and sent to the Provincial Union.

7. The provincial Union will then forward the approved forms on to the club and begin the registration process (if not already registered)

